The trace-class (Tc) of operators on a Hilbert space is characterized in terms of existence of certain centralizers.
INTRODUCTION.
Not long ago Saworotnow [i] characterized the trace-class zA (see [2]) associated wth an arbitrary H*-algebra A (see [3] ) as well as the trace-class (Tc) of operators (see [4] ). Now, we shall show that, in the second case, there is a much simpler characterization.
We shall use the terminology and the notation of Saworotnow [i] . In particular, a trace algebra is a Banach *-algebra with a trace tr and with the following properties [tr x[ <_n(x) and (5) x + 0 implies x*x 0 where x, y E B and n( ) denotes the norm of B. It is also assumed that n(xy) < n(x)n(y) for all x, y (B.
2. MAIN RESULT.
THEOREM. Let B be a simple trace-algebra (see [i] 
